CHAPTER SIX
THE  UNSEEN  EMPIRE
THERE are other countries besides Great ISritain wincti
have industries working not only for the needs of their
own inhabitants, but also for export. Other countries
even have agricultural systems which feed their popu-
lations, and feed them more efficiently than British
agriculture feeds the British people. There are also
other big countries whose shipping earns money all over
the world, and in little Norway the shipping industry
is the most important branch of national economic
activities. There are also a number of other countries
whose banks earn money on short-term loans placed
abroad, though not to the same extent as the City of
London does. Just as a building rests on its four corner
pillars, so the economic systems of most countries rest on
these branches of economic and financial activities.
However, the British economic system has a fifth
pillar ; one which was built up later than the other
four, but which now supports the whole building in
its very centre and is capable of bearing enormous
burdens so that the building still stands firmly although
the other four pillars are corroded by the wear and
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